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of the recapture of Fort William by Admiral Wattson's squadron and the
forces under the command of Colonel Clive. Besides the General and Select
Committee letters by those conveyances wee have received the several seperate
addresses of many of our servants in Bengal relative to the beforementioned
event.
2.    Upon the arrival of the Syren wee determined to send forthwith some
directions more immediately necessary for the conducting   the   Company's
affairs which wee now do by the Expeditio[ri\ packet, burthen 55 tons, of which
Capt. James Barton goes commander.
3.    The readyness of Admiral Wattson1 to give all the assistance in his
power for the recovery of our settlements and his conduct and behaviour in
general merrit our utmost gratitude and thanks, and if he is in Bengal you are
to signifye the same to him in the genteelest manner.
4.    Although we do not propose by this conveyance to make any observa-
tions, yet the extensive and dictatorial powers given by the Select Committee
of Fort St. George to Colonel Clive are too striking to pass unnoticed, and not-
withstanding wee are well satisfied from the moderation of that gentleman he
will make no use of them to the Company's prejudice, yet wee cannot avoid
saying they were powers which no one person in the world ought to be vested
with and the Governor and Council of Fort St. George or the Select Committee
had no authority whatsoever to grant.
5.    Upon duly considering the scituation of affairs in Bengal and the im-
possibility of forming   a true judgement  at present on  the  conduct  and
behaviour of our servants in the late troubles, wee have determined to suspend
for the present the method of conducting the Company's affairs by a President
and Council and wee do accordingly hereby revoke- and make void the com-
mission sent by the Chester-field dated the   llth February  1756 and wee do
direct that for the present and until wee are enabled to grant a new commis-
sion the undernamed persons be upon sight hereof a committee which is to
have the same power and authority as the President and Council have been
usually invested with and are to manage and transact the Company's affairs
accordingly viz.,
Robert Clive Esqr., if in Bengal
William Watts Esqr.
Major James Kilpatrick,2 but never to
rise higher in this Committee
than third in station
Mr. Charles Manningham5
Mr. Richard Becher4
Mr. Paul Richard Pearkes
Mr. William Frankland
Mr. Matthew Collett5
Mr. William Mackett6
Mr* Peter Amyatt
Mr. Thomas Boddam,
& If Colonel Clive should be returned to his station upon the coast of
Choromondel as wee have reason to Believe will be tie case, then Mr,
Manningham is to take place of Major Kilpatrick a